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A. a. READ the following text and PLACE 8 (eight) of the sentences below in the
corresponding BLANKS. One sentence does NOT belong to the text! Mark it X.

THE FAM LY NEXT DOOR

The Taylors have |ived next door for a relatively short
time. They moved in on the hottest day of |ast year when
the neighbours were all sunbathing or working in their
gardens, and so the entire street felt they knew every
detail of their life before they had been there a day!
Wl

M and Ms Taylor are in their thirties with three
children aged ten, eight and five. John Taylor is a tall
man who | ooks as if he m ght have been a soldier at sone
time. He stands very straight and walks with a determ ned

step. In fact, we discovered later that he is an actor in
second-rate war films, .2... His wife, Caroline, is slim
and always elegant, even when she goes to the | ocal
super market, .3..as we tend to go shopping in our oldest,
shabbi est clothes. Caroline would | ook good in a sack.

In view of this apparently well-ordered life, .4.. to
find that they actually live in chaos. Their house is

littered with papers, books, toys and coffee cups, but
the entire famly appears to be oblivious to the mess.
Caroline and John seem very relaxed with the children,

who thrive on their easy-going upbringing, and the
at mosphere in the house .5... . Some people in the street
judge the Taylors solely by what they see in their home
and fail to appreciate the genuine friendliness and
generosity that exists.

The children have been brought up to like each other --
and they do nost of the time. .6... to see the three of
them playing happily together for hours, despite their
differing ages. However, they are not always angels --the

m ddl e one can be very stubborn ..7....

On the surface, then, everything is wonderful about the
Tayl ors next door. But occasionally there is a |ook on
John's face that makes us wonder if everything ..8..

a) ....... and this can lead to friction in the group

b) ....... it comes as a shock

C) ... but this is what others dislike so much

d) ....... however, things are not always as they seem
e) ....... which really annoys everyone else in the street
f) ....... is as rosy as it appears

g) ....... is always warm and welcoming

h) ....... it is not unusual

[ who prides himself on his bearing
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b. CIRCLE the best explanation for the underlined words/phrases in
context:

1. shabbiest: a. most extravagant b. completely colourless
c. brightest, strident d. most untidy, worn and of the lowest quality
2. in a sack: a. if she were out of sight, hidden b. in a fashion show
c. even in uninteresting, cheap clothes d. if she wore stylish clothes
3. oblivious: a. not noticing, unaware b. delighted
c. very displeased d. worried, upset
4. thrive on: a. struggle against all odds b. become excited & noisy
c. develop well, grow strong and healthy d. make unfair use of

B. READ the text and CIRCLE the BEST OPTION from the multiple choice below.

Scotland Takes Action to Halt Drop in Population
By LIZETTE ALVAREZ http://www.nyti mes.com/2003/11/30/i nternati onal /europe/30SCOT.html
NYTimes.com November 30, 2003
GLASGOW — Scotland's baby bust is echoing noisily in the political system.

For five years running, Scotland has recorded more deaths than births and now has the lowest birthrate
in Britain.

Figures released this summer showed that Scotland experienced its lowest birthrate since it began
keeping records 150 years ago. In 1971, 86,728 babies were born in Scotland; in 2002, the number fell to
51,270. Over that time the fertility rate fell to 1.49 from 2.53.

At the same time, people in Scotland — once booming with gritty, industrial, life-shortening jobs — are
living much longer. Just 13 years ago, a man could expect to live to be 61.1. Today, the figureis 72.3.

The long-term consequences of a baby bust are well known: a bankrupt pension system; sky-high health
care costs, especially in Scotland, where the elderly receive free nursing-home care; a shortage of skilled
workers; and a diminished pool of brainpower.

In some cases, the effects of the population downturn are immediate, especially after so many years of
emigration. Glasgow, for example, is closing 25 primary schools in the next two years, and only partly
because of a population shift to the suburbs.

"The falling birthrate is a challenge to the country of Scotland,” said Charles Gordon, the leader of the
Glasgow City Council. "It hasto be offset or it's a bit of a demographic time bomb."

Spain and Italy also have very low birthrates, but Scotland stands apart because it is not a magnet for
immigrants and has suffered from a faltering economy.

Experts are not quite certain why Scotland's birthrate has fallen so drastically, but they speculate that the
same reasons apply here as they do in other countries: more women entering the work force and postponing
motherhood, more young people attending universities, and contraception. The slumping economy may
also be discouraging couples from having children, they said.

Jack McConnell, who is Scotland's first minister, has announced a series of initiatives aimed at luring
back Scottish expatriates and increasing the population. The initiatives focus on promoting Scotland
abroad, persuading graduating foreign university students to stay in Scotland and courting immigrants,
though that may be risky politically.

He is in discussions with the British Home Office in London to steer legal immigrants to Britain up
north to Scotland and away from the aready glutted sections of England, where they often settle as they
congregate with relatives, friends and compatriots.

Scottish nationalists argue that Scotland should have its own separate immigration system to ensure that
more skilled immigrants move there.

For now, Glasgow, whose population has dropped from a million to 600,000 over the past 40 years, as
factories and shipyards closed, has taken matters into its own hands.

It has reached a deal to house asylum seekers in empty subsidized apartments scattered around the city.
More than 3,000 such families now live in Glasgow, and the Glasgow City Council, led by Mr. Gordon,
hopes to persuade them to remain if their asylum applications are approved.

"Their children are educated in the local schools, and they are very keen to learn,” Mr. Gordon said in
an interview. "They have helped raise the educational standards. The asylum seekers also have skills the
economy needs — medical skills, engineering skills."

Following the lead of countries like Italy and Sweden, Scotland is debating whether it should offer
would-be parents large tax breaks or stipends. The small town of Laviano, near Naples, is expected to pay
couples more than $10,000 for each child they bear. Another option would be to expand affordable child
care.

1. Scotland has had the lowest birthrate in Britain...
a) since 1971 b) since this summer  c¢) for 150 years  d) for the last five years

2. Last year Scotland had ...
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a) 51,270 fewer births b) 2.53 fewer births c) 51,270 baby deaths  d) 51,270 births

3. A‘“baby bust”is ...
a) a bankrupt pension system in Scotland b) a noisy political system
) a drastic drop in population d) a national record of births and deaths

4. The situation is described as “a demographic time bomb” because...
a) fewer primary schools are necessary b) health care costs will rise much
c) there are few skilled workers d) the economy is already weak and unstable
e) there’ll be fewer professionals and scientists f) all of the above

5. To fight the problem the first minister is trying to ...
a) attract legal immigrants from Britain b) make Scottish expatriates go abroad
c¢) send illegal immigrants to court  d) convince students in foreign universities to stay there

6. Other possible solutions being considered in Scotland and/ or Glasgow are to ...
a) give factories and shipyards to the people b) empty asylum seekers’ houses
c) offer special benefits to parents who have children
d) offer special benefits to those who can afford childcare

C. READ the text below and solve the two tasks that follow it:
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a) MARK the following statements as TRUE or FALSE:

1. Mr. and Mrs. Leland Stanford came from Boston.

2. The president’s secretary gave them little hope that they could talk to the president.

3. The secretary was delighted to see she would finally have a chance to disturb the
president.

4. ... Although it annoyed him, the president agreed to receive the couple because he
disliked having to make them wait outside.

5. ... The Lelands wanted to make a donation in memory of their dead son, who had studied
and greatly enjoyed a year at Harvard University.

6. ... Mrs Leland had considered donating a statue because she had no idea how much a
building at Harvard might cost.

7. ... The president thought their offer was unthinkable and refused it brusquely.

8. ... The president was satisfied to see that Mrs Leland would now abandon the idea of a

donation, since he assumed their humble condition could not be up to the celebrated
status of Harvard university and its distinguished academic community.

9. ... The Lelands took offence, got up and left quietly.

10. ...... Stanford University was created thanks to the love, perseverance and modesty of a
humble though genuinely respectable and grateful couple.

b) Which explanation from the box below best suits each of the 5 underlined
words or phrases as used in TEXT C? Copy the letter in the blank.
Number - has been done for you.

-1 2- . 3. 4 ... 5.
a. visibly infuriated b. amazed, dismayed
c. task, duty d. depraved, evil e. severe, firm
f. pleasure, predilection g. embarrassement, guilt
h. ridiculous, foolish i. affected, moved, stirred
J. unsophisticated, rustic k. eccentric, strange
l. puzzlement, perplexity m. different, unusual

n. disappointment, frustration 0. mistake, indiscretion
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